Welcome

INTRODUCTION
Dear Friend
It is our hope that this short booklet will outline for you the key elements
of what it means to us to be part of the CLC Family. We are always
looking to see our family grow, and so we hope you too will want to join
us on this incredible journey.
Being part of the CLC Family means to be part of our journey, contribute
to family life, identify yourself with our family identity, embrace our family
values and join us on our mission.
As you consider joining our CLC family, if you have any questions, all the
contact details you need are on the back page, please feel free to get in
touch.
We would love to hear from you and we look forward to welcoming you
to the CLC Family.
Yours in Christ

Philip, the Leadership & the Elders
St Helens Christian Life Centre

A FAMILY ON MISSION
When we say family, we mean that we belong to one another. Relationship is important
to us. We don’t want anyone to feel alone in this family—but it takes all of us to commit
to reaching out to get to know each other, to demonstrate love and care, to be inclusive
as much as we can and to be vulnerable and open to one another.
The following verses from the Acts of the Apostles are an example we follow of how this
can work.
Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were
added to their number that day. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved.
All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their
possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. With great power
the apostles to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so
powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy persons among them.
Acts 2: 41 - 47, Acts 4:32-34 [NIV]
We would love you to make a point of getting to know as many other members of CLC
each week. If you are a bit shy, that’s no problem! You are more than welcome to tag
along with someone, or speak to one of the Elders for help.
Being part of CLC is about developing relationships with one another—worshipping,
building fellowship and sharing together. It’s also about bringing others into the same
relationship with Jesus that we enjoy through our own personal reach.
That’s not to say we always get those relationships right, but that we will at least work at
them and do all we can to develop, strengthen and deepen our relationships with one
another.

PEOPLE WITH REACH
Every one of us has some “reach” into the lives of others who may, or may not, know
Jesus. Our desire as followers of Jesus must surely be to introduce others to him too.
We evangelise out of CLC in a number of ways, such as on the streets or through events
but at the heart of REACH, is the idea that every relationship we have has the potential
to release something of the glory of the Kingdom of God, something of the love of Jesus
and something of the power and reality of God into the life of another.
This may be in your family, in your workplace, on your street, with a broken person,
with an upset family member or with a stressed colleague every day of the week. It may
be something simple as a smile, a listening ear or a word of encouragement, advice or
wisdom. Sooner or later, it may be you get the opportunity to share your story of what
Jesus means to you and then provide an invitation into the same relationship with Him.
The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighbourhood. We saw
the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son,
generous inside and out, true from start to finish.
John 1:14 [MSG]
This is how we see our REACH and so we have designed REACH groups simply to
encourage one another in the endeavour. You can join one, or form one, any time you
feel ready. Speak to Dave about this, his contact details are on the last page.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
Who are the people within your REACH?
Are they where you live or work, your family or maybe
elsewhere? How are you already making a diﬀerence in
their lives?

ONE IDENTITY
Through Jesus, we have been given the gift of freedom to know Him and be known by
Him—to live free and to love God. We are his people, loved with an everlasting and
unconditional love which was bought for the whole world by the sacriﬁce of Jesus.
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do
the good things he planned for us long ago.
Ephesians 2:10 [NLT]
Throughout the Bible, we are referred to as his sons and daughters, princes and princesses
and collectively He calls us the Bride of Christ. When we trust in Jesus, we are not only
accepted as children of God; we are adopted into his family, with Jesus as our brother.
Holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on
Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest.
Hebrews 3:1 [NIV]
We see Jesus here called our apostle and our high priest. As an apostle, he is sent by God
to us. As high priest he represents and reveals God. As our brother, we therefore share in
this family likeness of being sent to enable others to have their own encounter with the
God who reveals himself.
With this in mind, we believe that we are a “sent people”, an apostolic people. This is
what deﬁnes us as God’s people. We belong to his family and are sent out to the world
we live in to display his goodness and glory.
Our desire is to become a family of pioneers always seeking to increase our inﬂuence for
Jesus, as individuals and as a church in a range of settings, such as our workplaces, the
places where we live or in our Local Council and so we see you as being equally apostolic
with us—a people sent into the world to make the good news of Jesus known.

OUR IDENTITY
Over recent years we have identiﬁed six values which have inﬂuenced us in the way we lead the
church and which have changed our lives in how we relate to one another. These are the values
that guide us in how we seek to live our life together as a church family.

AN APOSTOLIC PEOPLE & CENTRE
We send people out to live for God wherever they are
We pursue God’s supernatural power as the natural way to live
We inﬂuence, renew and transform communities around us
We pioneer new ways of reaching people
Over a number of years, the Eldership has seen these values not
only impact their own personal lives, but also the relationship
that exists between them. As a result these relationships have
grown deeper, richer and stronger.
We believe God led us to establish them as key values for our
church family to grow in as well. These are not simply statements
to adopt, they are values that we are increasingly embracing and
allowing to aﬀect how we relate to one another, to God and to
the people around us.
Whilst sometimes we may not fully live up to these values, they
are a declaration of our direction as a Church family, and we pray
that you will join us in making them part of your journey too.
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
Where do you feel God is sending you? This may be where you
already ﬁnd yourself!
It could be a passion God has placed on your heart to work in a
certain ways for Him, with and through the CLC family.
Consider prayerfully what these values mean for you and what
God is saying to you about how you can live them out in your
daily life and in your interaction with the CLC family.

OUR CORE VALUES
BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
We let the King set the agenda for our lives
We are being transformed from within to live a Kingdom lifestyle
We release the supernatural power of Heaven to others
We proclaim good news and alleviate poverty, ill-health & injustice.

EXPERIENCING AND CARRYING THE PRESENCE OF GOD
We prioritise worship and prayer
We enjoy intimacy with our Heavenly Father
We are people who encounter God and bring others into the same
We desire and use well the gifts of the spirit

DEVELOPING A PROPHETIC CULTURE
We keep our focus on God and His Kingdom
We are centred on God and follow His leading
We hear God and share it with others
We speak to strengthen, encourage and comfort others

LIVING IN A FAMILY RELATIONSHIP
We live in child-like dependence with our Heavenly Father
We are raising spiritual mothers and fathers
We live in dependence and interdependence on one another
We make the church family relationship a priority

GROWING A CULTURE OF HONOUR
We see people as God sees them
We value people and aﬃrm their God-given identity
We raise people up to fulﬁl God’s calling on their lives
We seek to bring others into an experience of real freedom

LIVING A LIFESTYLE OF JOY
We constantly celebrate all that God is doing in our lives
We celebrate the accomplishments of others as the follow Jesus
We live in an overﬂow of hope
We enjoy the practice of living in God’s presence.

WHAT DOES
IT LOOK
What
does LIKE?
it look like?
The phrase “less streets, more forest” has been used to describe St Helens CLC, and often
we say that churches have to look like something.
Over the years, God has spoken to us in many ways and family is a heavily recurring
theme and is very important to us. Essentially this means that we see ourselves as inclusive
and organic. People can join a family in several ways; by being born into, marrying into
it or being adopted into it. Of course, there are even more loose associations as close
friends develop into family over the years. We are open to each of these ways of people
joining. Connection, relationship and contribution are vital ingredients that we want to
see increase.
And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will
burst the skins; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new
wine must be poured into new wineskins.
Luke 5:37-38 [NIV]
This is one of the words God has given us. As we try to develop a new way of being
church, it will demand a new wineskin; it will need a new way of being, or functioning
or relating. We believe this is about family, more than about organisation.
An organisation has a structure and rules that govern how it operates, and what happens
when the rules are broken. Whilst no family ever exists successfully without boundaries
and principles, its primary foundation is the relationship between its members. This is
what we are working towards. This doesn’t mean we don’t take leadership seriously, or
that people do not carry responsibility, but what it does mean is that we all have a personal
responsibility for the health and well-being of this family and each one of its members.
One of our other key words is organic. A healthy family grows naturally and adapts to
changing seasons, times and circumstance. It is ﬂexible. We want to see our family not
only grow in number, but also spiritually, emotionally and in its health as a church.
The wineskin expands and changes shape as the wine is poured, and we are conﬁdent
this means we need to adapt as God moves us on in his plan.

LOOKING AT GENEROSITY

JOINING OUR FAMILY

Another key aspect of our life at St Helens Christian
Life Centre has been discovering the power of
generosity. We love to give away! Sometimes this is
money, sometimes other kinds of gifts or even
ourselves in service to others.

As you look to join our family, please would
you consider how previous experiences of church
structure and organisation may aﬀect you as you are
adopted into the CLC Family adventure.

When our people have expressed generosity to others,
we also love to celebrate the results, realising that
God is a generous, even lavish, giver of his love and
Himself through Jesus.
We encourage one another to be generous in our
every day lives, as well as giving in a more planned
way. As a church we give to others, to mission and
regularly look for opportunities to give abundantly.
We also budget for generosity gifts to others.
We encourage you to join us in giving generously
to the work of the Church family, to mission, to one
another and to those who don’t yet know Jesus. We
will then see just what God will do in you and
through you.

To ﬁnd out more about giving through the bank,
through Gift Aid or giving to a speciﬁc mission,
please speak to Barbara Fell, our ﬁnance oﬃcer.

Please ask God where you would ﬁt in our ever
changing, organic landscape!

WHAT WE BELIEVE
As part of the Elim Pentecostal Church, the
Foundational Truths explain our theology and are
a statement of faith - they are powerful, nonnegotiable and guide all we say and do.
THE BIBLE
We believe the Bible, as originally given, to be
without error, the fully inspired and infallible Word
of God and the supreme and ﬁnal authority in all
matters of faith and conduct.
THE TRINITY
We believe that the Godhead exists co-equally and
co-eternally in three persons - Father, Son and Holy
Spirit - and that these three are one God, sovereign
in creation, providence and redemption.
THE SAVIOUR
We believe in the true and proper deity of our Lord
Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His real and
complete humanity, in His sinless life, in His
authoritative teaching, in His substitutionary and
atoning sacriﬁce through His blood shed, in His
bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right
hand of the Father, in His heavenly intercession
and His second advent to receive His Church.
THE HOLY SPIRIT
We believe in the deity of the Holy Spirit who
proceeds from the Father and the Son and the
necessity of His work in conviction of sin,
repentance, regeneration and sanctiﬁcation, and
that the believer is also promised an enduement of
power as the gift of Christ through the baptism in
the Holy Spirit with signs following. Through this
enduement, the believer is empowered for fuller
participation in the ministry of the Church, its
worship, evangelism and service.
MANKIND
We believe in the universal sinfulness of all men
since the Fall, rendering man subject to God’s wrath
and condemnation

SALVATION
We believe in the necessity for salvation of repentance
towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ by
which the sinner is pardoned and accepted as righteous
in God’s sight. This justiﬁcation is imputed by the
grace of God because of the atoning work of Christ,
is received by faith alone and is evidenced by the
ruit of the Spirit and a holy life.
THE CHURCH
We believe in the spiritual unity and the priesthood
of all believers in Christ and that these comprise the
universal Church, the Body of Christ.
THE MINISTRY
We believe in the ministries that Christ has set in His
Church, namely, apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors
and teachers and in the present operation of the
manifold Gifts of the Holy Spirit according to the
New Testament.
THE ORDINANCES
We believe in the baptism of believers in water in
obedience to the command of Christ and the
commemoration of Christ’s death by the observance
of the Lord’s Supper until His return.
THE COMMISSION
We believe that the Gospel embraces the needs of the
whole man and that the Church is therefore
commissioned to preach the Gospel to the world
and to fulﬁl a ministry of healing and deliverance to
the spiritual and physical needs of mankind.
THE COMING KING
We believe in the personal, physical and visible return
of the Lord Jesus Christ to reign in power and glory.
THE FUTURE STATE
We believe in the resurrection of the dead and in the
ﬁnal judgement of the world, the eternal conscious
bliss of the righteous and the eternal conscious
punishment of the wicked.

OUR LEADERSHIP COMMITMENT
As a Leadership Team our commitment is this:
To hear God and follow his leading, to only do what we hear Father
saying and to co-labour with Him in what He is doing,
To help you discover the “more” God has for you
To equip and release all those God brings to us
To create a family environment where those struggling are supported
To help provide opportunities for you to serve God
To encourage you to live out your faith in every part of your life

IN CONCLUSION
Would you please consider the following prayerfully:
What you bring to the family? Where you ﬁt, or may ﬁt?
How will you fulﬁl your potential, your discipleship, your REACH and
your ministry gifting as part of the CLC family? Anything else you would
like to know about the CLC family?
One of the leadership team will follow up and contact you to arrange to visit
or invite you to a small group to discuss what you have read and answer any
questions you may have.
We look forward to welcoming you into the family!

GET IN TOUCH
You can connect with us in a number of ways by calling 01744 617148 or email oﬃce@sthelensclc.com
or as we’re social as well you can ﬁnd us on:
Facebook: sthelenschristianlifecentre
Twitter: @sthelensclc
Instagram: @sthelensclc
If you need someone directly, you can contact:
Philip - philip@sthelensclc.com
Dave - dave@sthelensclc.com
Craig - craig@sthelensclc.com
Ste - ste@sthelensclc.com
Barbara - ﬁnance@sthelensclc.com
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