
Why?

I believe the book of Daniel is a model for us of how we can demonstrate the kingdom of God in 21st century 
Britain. Babylon was a nation opposed to the culture and ways of the people of God. Daniel and his friends 
lived a Godly life in the midst of opposition, misunderstanding, and danger. We live in a post Christian nation 
with many of our laws and the prevailing culture opposed to God. Daniel and His friends didn’t angrily protest 
Babylon they passionately stood up and lived a life fully committed to God. They allowed God’s blessing, 
protection, deliverance and salvation to be a demonstration of God’s goodness and power in their lives and a 
nation sat up and took notice!

Questions as we read:

What do the lives of Daniel and his friends teach us about our lives as a witness in 21st century Britain?

What does God’s supernatural response in their lives teach us about our expectation of the Kingdom of God in 
our lives?

What do the accurate prophetic visions and glimpses into the future teach us about our ability to receive 
prophetic revelation and our eternal destiny in Christ?

Narrative & Prophetic

As we approach a our reading challenge it is important to understand that the book of Daniel has two distinct 
parts. Chapters 1-6 are Narrative telling the story of Daniel and His friends in Babylon. Chapters 7-12 are 
prophetic in nature filled with visions and prayers. The prophetic revelation in the second half of the book 
relates to the immediate future for the people of God and the surrounding nations and kingdoms with incredi-
ble accuracy. It also includes sections which look ahead to the coming Messiah and sections of end time 
prophetic revelation.

Get in Touch

Share your prayers, revelations, prophecy or experiences with us. You can email office@sthelensclc.com or 
message us, or even comment on our social media posts.

DANIEL
A READING CHALLENGE & BIBLE STUDY



DANIEL Day One
Chapters 1 + 2

DANIEL Day Two
Chapters 3+4

DANIEL Day Three
Chapters 5+6

DANIEL Day Four
Chapters 7+8

DANIEL Day Six
Chapters 11+12

DANIEL: A BIBLE STUDY

Chapter 1 stands out for me for the Godly response of Daniel and His friends. Even after being taken from their 
home to another nation they still demonstrate a Godly life, and the result of their Godly diet is that the rest of 
the young men being trained are put on the same diet because the health of Daniel and his friends is blessed! 

Chapter 2 sees Daniel and his friends facing death unless they can interpret the King’s Dream. They respond in 
prayer seeking God to deliver them. God gives Daniel the interpretation and he shares it with King 
Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel and His friends are promoted as the supernatural power of God is demonstrated to the 
the King. 2 Chapters and the evidence of God at work in his people is influencing the nation of Babylon. 

What stands out for you? How is God speaking to you about your life and influence in these chapters.

Chapter 3 is as astounding as it is famous. Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego thrown into to a furnace as they will 
only pray to their God. A stand for God as they believe he will protect them. However in their own words we hear 
them say God will protect us but if he doesn’t we would rather die than worship another! Faith and commitment 
to God leads to a forth person in the furnace, three young men who aren’t burned and don’t even smell of smoke. 
A mighty deliverance from the God who is our protector. Then a decree form the king that nobody can oppose 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego. as no other God saves like their God!

In Chapter 4 we see Nebuchadnezzar troubled by a dream. Then we see Daniel step out in his God given ability 
to interpret the dream. In faith he shares and the dream comes to pass! Daniel’s interpretation opens up 
Nebuchadnezzar ultimately to repentance. A faithful response In the most high pressure of situations as the 
leader of the nation faces the judgement of God and is turned to repentance.

Two more amazing accounts in chapters 5 and 6. In chapter 5 we see a hand writing on the wall of the palace. The 
terrified king calls for Daniel as none of his magicians and enchanters can interpret the writing. Daniel is given 
the interpretation by God and judgment is pronounced on the king. The judgment immediately comes to pass 
with the end of the Babylonian empire and a new King for Daniel to serve.

Then one of the most famous chapters in the whole of the Old Testament with Daniel in trouble again for not 
being willing to pray to the King preferring rather to remain faithful in only praying to his God. Death is faced 
again as Daniel is thrown into the Lions Den. God shuts the mouths of the Lions and Daniel is saved. The chapter 
closes with Kind Darius making an amazing decree saying all of the people in his kingdom must fear and 
reverence the God of Daniel!

Another point in which faithful commitment to a God life turns the nation towards God.



Some amazing prophetic visions in our chapters 7 & 8.  Some very specific to Israel and their enemies in the 
immediate future for Daniel and the nation in chapter 8. Whilst chapter 7 has wider implications with some 
scholars believing it even looks ahead on into our future and the return of Jesus.

My encouragements from reading again today are Firstly that God reveals the future to His people! He prepares, 
protects, and promises to be with us through the good times and the bad. Second is the ultimate perspective that 
Daniel’s vision points us to. The sovereignty, rule and supremacy of Christ. No matter what our immediate future 
looks like the event we can be assured of is the second coming of Jesus and the coming of His kingdom. Your 
future is bright, your future is secure, your future is eternal life, your future is Jesus!

Chapter 9 Opens with Daniel praying for Israel. Daniel opened his prayer with alignment and repentance. He 
aligns himself with the nation in its sin and rebellion. His attitude is not “holier than though” pointing the finger 
at Israel’s sin, he includes himself in the nations desolation and repents before God. His prayer closes with an 
appeal to God for the sake of Jerusalem, Daniel brings his requests to God not because they are deserving of 
God’s response but because of Daniels understanding of God’s great mercy. He prays based on the character of 
God! Chapter 9 closes with a prophetic vision looking ahead for Israel and towards the coming of Jesus the 
Messiah and with Him a new Kingdom.

Chapter 10 reveals an amazing encounter for Daniel following a time a prayer. Some scholars say the encounter 
was with Jesus others say and angel. This encounter comes because of Daniel’s words and coincides with the 
moment Daniel finishes 21 days of prayer after the visitor was delayed 21 days due to a battle in the spirit realm. 
This encounter inspires us as to the power of prayer and the unseen battle that is being fought on our behalf in 
the heavenly realms. 

Chapter 11 contains one of the most specifically fulfilled prophecies of the Bible, predicting over 375 years with 
amazing accuracy. The chapter is so specific in fact that many critics who deny supernatural revelation, have 
insisted that it is history, written after the event and added to the book of Daniel as the can’t explain the 
prophetic accuracy any other way! The revelation in this chapter predicts the break up of the Greek Empire, wars 
to come between the North and South and the impact on the Holy land. The chapter closes with a glimpse 
towards the end times as the vile person who comes to power historically is considered a foreshadowing of the 
antichrist and the battle to come. 

Chapter 12 prophesies of the end times and predicts a time of great trouble for the people of God but at the end 
of that trouble the people will be delivered. The promise of everlasting life for those who follow Jesus is the sure 
and certain hope we take from Daniel 12. As the end time prophecies look ahead to trouble and challenges they 
also remind us of Jesus victory, rule, and the consummation of His Kingdom. Reassuringly at the end of the book 
Daniel, Daniel who doesn’t understand the fullness of theses visions is told “As for you, go your way till the end. 
You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.”Daniel 12:13 NIV. 
As we close the book of Daniel The same applies for us. We must look ahead with assurance of Jesus return and 
go our way, the way of Jesus, until the end and we will receive our inheritance.

DANIEL Day Two
Chapters 3+4

DANIEL Day Four
Chapters 7+8

DANIEL Day FIve
Chapters 9+10

DANIEL Day Six
Chapters 11+12


